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2009 marks the year when
Rotterdam is the European Youth
Capital, but what does it all
mean? #*mÈ"fu*v ?s*ck*r takes a
closer look.

This accolade essentially means
that for this year, the young
people of Ronsldàrn.r1s lpino
actively encouraged to take "
part in a number of activities
and projects to help shape the
city and make it a better place.
From sports clinics to improv-
ing housing, the initiative helps
those involved to tàke àn act ive

role in society 
"nd 
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fun while doing so.

Rotterdam chose to put an
extra focus on young people
as they recognised that almost
one third of the city's popula-
tion is 27 years o1d or younger.
'YourWorldl the brand name
of the year long event, is,

therefore, encouraging young
people between the ages of l2
and 27 to get involved in the
vast number of activities that
have been planned throughout
the year.

There are three targets ofthe
year long project, and those
include creating effects that
will last long into the years
after Your World, improving
the public and media image
ofyoung people and helping
young people to reach their
true potential. It is an interest-
ing concept and one that helps
young people take responsibil-
ity for their future while at the
same time encouraging the
adults and businesses ofthe
city to recognise the potential,
value and impoÍtance that
these people have.
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This initiative is abouI pairing
a young peÍson (aged 16 to

27 ) with an adult (aged 28
and above) who has similar
interests in a particular area.
The idea is that by putting the
two together, each can learn
from and inspire the other.

Meeting as many times
as they wish during a six,
eight or 12-month period
(the recommendation is two
meetings every three months)
the dynamic duo can learn
from each other on topics
including education, career,
sports, culture and school.
The initiative is running
throughout Rotterdam and is
still looking for volunteers. So,

if you would like to find out
more, email dynamicduos@
your09.n1.
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Part of theYourWorld
arrangement is the set-up
ofYour Space, a centre on
the IGuiskade in central
Rotterdam, which is a space
dedicated to young people
and adults alike. Workshops,
presentations and events are
on offer here. For example,
on March 12th, Willemijn
Verloop, the founder and
director of War Child
Holland, will be giving a

presentation sharing her
experiences.
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Your World supports
the project Ouderen op
ontdekkingsreis (elder1y
people on an exploratory
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expedition). It aims to bring
the elderly in contact with
people fron other cultures
byvisiting them and inviting
them to their homes. Students,
including those from diferent
origins, play an important role
in the organisation ofthese
activities.
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This initiative allows young
people who are currently active
in a volunteer organisation

to follow courses or training
for one year. Volunteers will
help to identify which course
the young person needs to
complete in order to bring
their voluntary work up to a

more professional/ accredited
level. The aim is to help young
people demonstÍate even more
commitment to their current
volunteer work and to become
an example for others. www.
noord.rotterdam.nl
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Nieuw Trombone Collectief
has organised a series of
international master classes,
in the presence of the r'vorld's
four best trombone players.
These trombonists bring with
them their student groups
from Lyon, NewYork and
Berlin. The project has an
international character as

these groups are made up of
students from al1 over the
world. The concerts, by top
musicians held in Rotterdam,
act as a globa1 focal point
of trombone music and àre

coupled with workshops
and presentations for both
students and amateurs. In all
parts ofthe city, the students
bling trombone music to the
public. Rotterdam's young and
old encounter diÍIerent, new
music styles and your-rg talent
gets an opportunity to make
itself heard. www.slidefactory.
n|/2009/EN/
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People from Rofterdam
experience and use the city
in many different ways. In
2009, various youngsters
are given the opportunity to
produce their own personal
1i1m documentary. The goal
is to visualise the lifestyles
and ways of life of the various
cultures enriching the city.
Young people are the target
group oI these productions,
but definitely adults as

well, especially managers of
authorities as well as housing
corporations and other
active social olganisations
within the district. The

results will be a part of the
International Architecture
Biennale Rotterdam and
the closing conference
Living and Environment
(Novernber 2009). The
organisation is in the hands
of the (Jbservatorium ir-r

cooperation with CÍimson/
NAI, mediawerkplaats and
Hans Verhuizen.hnp:/ /
observatorium.org'index-win.
htrnl.

Since 2003, the
Rotterdam initiative "Day
of Comptrlsory Edue ation
has been organised and
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extra attention is brought
to the youth of Rotterdam
concerning the importance of
gefting a starting qualiÊcation,
and'lvith that the compulsory
educltion Iaw. This is done irr
cooperation with schools and
other partners in compulsory
education. This year's event
rvi11 be held on April 10, 2009.

+,

tu
$;

_*:#/'

:- .1-
I3l

WWW,XMONLINE.NL xm MABCH 2ooe 43


