
T{EITER MTTTD THE
TATUGUAGE GRP
Speaking a different native tongue
to your other half can prove
difficult, particularly when dating
in those awkward early days.
Heather Tucker suggests a few
things to do, however, where the
language barrier isn't an issue.

There comes a point in every
dual language relationship
where one or the other is going
to feel a bit 1eft out. Perhaps
you were watching an interest-
ing programme and realised
that your parLner's translation
was just not doing lt justice, or
you went to the theatre only
to find that the performance
in Dutch just wasn t the same.

Either way, living in a countÍy
that doesn't use your native
tongue can be hard.

Of course, there will never
be a true substitute for learn-
ing the language. But here are

a few suggestions ofactivities
and places to visit that tran-
scend the language barrier
while you get to grips with'de'
and'het'words.

THE GIT{EMA
Luckily, the majority of Dutch
cinemas show movies in
English with Dutch subtitles.
So, there is nothing to stop
you from enjoying the latest
releasesl and who knows, you
might even pick up a word or
two of Dutch along the way!

TRAUEI
The Netherlands is a small
country, so grab an English
(or other language) guidebook
and explore the sites. You'll be
in control ofseeing the things
that interest you most, and

you'l1 be able to find out in
advance what to watch out for
and exactly what that statue rn
the city centre is in memory of.
I(nowledge is power after alll

tïtu$EuMs
A large number of museums
in the Netherlands have some
form of English information to
accompany them, from a small
fact sheet to an extensive audio
guide in multiple languages.
Museums in The Hague seem

particularly good at this. And
of course, don t forget that a

lot of art and museum exhibits
I can still be enjoyed without
, full knowledge of exactly what
i everything is.

If you really enjoy muse-
ums, why not get a museum
card (www.museumj aarkaart.
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more than 400 museums
throughout the Netherlands,
meaning you won't feel so
bad if you stumble across one
that's not to your taste.

spoRTs
Dutch, English, Spanish or

Japanese, the language doesn t
matter, all that does is that you
know how the game works.
Whether watching a basketball
game or going bowling, sports
are a gÍeat way to have fun and
bridge the language divide.

THE GNEAT OUTIIOORS
The Netherlands is fi1led
with outdoor spaces, zoos
and gardens. All of them are

perfect places to enjoy the day
without the need of a single
word of Dutch!
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